THE SECTS OF THE RAWAFID

against Muhammad ibn-'Abdallah ibn-al-Hasan ibn-al-
Husain. They fought and killed Muhammad in a battle at
al~Madmah. He then sent 'Isa ibn-Musa to make war on
Ibrahim ibn-'Abdallah ibn-al-Hasan ibn-al-Husain ibn-'Ali.
They killed Ibrahim at the gate of Himrin, sixteen para-
sangs from al-Kuf ah. It was in this sedition that Idris ibn-
'Abdallah ibn-al-Hasan ibn-al-Husain died in al-Maghrib.
They say he was poisoned there. The father of these three
brothers, 'Abdallah ibn-al-Hasan ibn-al-Husain, died in the
jail of al-Mansur. His tomb is in al-Kadis!yah and is well 44
known and frequented by pilgrims. When Muhammad
ibn-'Abdallah ibn-al-Hasan ibn-al-Husaiii was killed in al-
Madmah, the Mughiriyah divided into two sects, one of
which acknowledged his death and denounced al-Mughirah
ibn-Sa'id al-'Ijli. This sect said: " Indeed, he lied when he
said that Muhammad ibn-'Abdallah ibn-al-Hasan ibn-al-
Husain was the Mahdi who should rule the earth, for he has
been killed and does not rule the earth." The other sect
persisted in its adherence to al-Mughlrah ibn-Safid al-cljli,
saying: "Indeed, he is right in saying that the Mahdi is
Muhammad ibn~'Abdallah; verily he was not killed, but has
merely disappeared from the sight of men, and is on Mt.
Hajir in the region of Najd, remaining there until he is
commanded to return. He will return and rule the earth,
and allegiance will be paid him in Mecca between the corner
of the Ka'bah and the Makam.1 At that time, seventeen
men will be brought to life, each one of whom will be given
one of the letters from the name of the most Holy, and they
will put the armies to flight." These claim that the one
whom the army of 'Isa ibn-Musa killed in al-Madinah was
not Muhammad ibn-'Abdallah ibn-al-Hasan. This sect is
called al-Muhammadiyah, because they look for the coming-

1 Halting place for prayer.
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